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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF UNITARIAN AND
FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
THE NINETY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETINGS
Birmingham Hilton Metropole Hotel, 16-18 April 2019

ARRIVALS:
LOCATION
The Meetings will be held at the Birmingham
Hilton Metropole. Plenary sessions will be held
in The Queen’s Suite with other meetings taking
place in breakout rooms. All meeting rooms are within the same
building. The Anniversary Service will be held in The Queen’s
Suite.

PARKING
Parking is available on site, on a first-come
first-served basis, for £10 for the duration of
the conference (including the Ministers’ PreConference). On arrival, please pay for your
parking using the machines next to the Hotel’s concierge entering
code FTXVY to get our pricing. Alternatively you can pay online
to avoid queues. Instructions are in your arrivals pack.
If you need a disabled parking space, we strongly recommend
that you book this in advance directly with the hotel. For those
with mobility difficulties, we would recommend that you unload
your luggage at the main entrance and then park your car in the
car parks provided. Cars should be left at the main entrance for
the minimum amount of time possible to avoid congestion.

REGISTRATION
Checking in for bedrooms is from the main hotel
desk in Reception. You may check in to your
room from 15:00 on your day of arrival.
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Participants register for the Meetings and collect their arrival
packages from the GA registration desk in the main entrance on
the first day. GA staff and / or volunteers will be on hand here to
help with registration and directions. The registration will open
at 11:00. Name badges will be issued at registration – please
remember to use them.
People who registered too late to receive their materials in the
post will be able to collect their materials at registration. Those
arriving after the first day are advised to contact a member of GA
Staff to arrange to collect their arrivals packages.

ACCESS FOR THOSE WITH MOBILITY
ISSUES
The venue benefits from all meeting rooms being
in the same building. Floors are flat and there are
lifts to all floors.

ACCOMMODATION AND MEALS

Participants will be accommodated in the main
building – all rooms are under one roof.
Be careful to keep your room locked when you
are not in it. Participants who booked meals will take them in the
Prince’s Suite.
Breakfast:
07:00 – 08:45
Lunch: 		
12:40 – 13:45
Dinner: 		
18:35 – 20:00

BANNERS

During the Opening Worship on the first day
there will be a parade of banners. Congregations,
Districts, and affiliated societies with banners
are requested to bring them and to take part. Each banner
should have a designated carrier and it is asked that these people
assemble at the room 15 minutes beforehand, so that instructions
may be given.
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BAR
The Lounge Bar will be open 24-hours. For
day delegates, who cannot book the conference
dinner, there is a food menu available here.
A 20% discount can be obtained on drinks by showing your name
badge.

BOOKSHOP
The GA Bookshop will be in the Colonial Room.

BUSINESS MATTERS
We draw your attention to the following requests
and hope that, if everyone notes and acts in
accordance with them, the business will proceed
with fairness, interest and efficiency.
Please therefore:
• be in your seat in good time before each meeting is due to start.
• have with you all your documents, ballot papers and voting
card; and please note that ballot papers and voting cards are
not transferable.
• acquaint yourself with Standing Orders (Document
AGM12c/19); they are designed to help us all cope with our
AGM business procedures.
• try not to leave during or before the end of plenary sessions;
YOUR participation and vote are important.
• note the use of “for” and “against” microphones and line up at
the relevant microphone if you wish to speak. This gives the
Chair an idea of the level of interest in continuing the debate
• If you have mobility issues which make it difficult to move to a
microphone, please raise your hand, and a roving microphone
will be brought to you when instructed by the Chair.
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CASH
There is a cash machine on site, but please
note there is a charge for withdrawing cash.
Alternatively, there are cash machines without
fees in the nearby NEC.

CHAPLAINCY
The Ministerial Fellowship will again by running
a Chaplaincy service during the Meetings, in the
Sussex Room. Opening times will be circulated
and posted on the room door.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
Important note: All parents are reminded that
the conference’s youth programme ends at dinner
time each day. During the evenings parents are
responsible for their children and teenagers.
0 - 5 years, Crèche
Parents: please come to a meeting for parents and children at
2pm on Tuesday in the Devon Room.
Sessions run between 08:45 and 12:35 and between 13:45 and
dinner time. Please ensure you bring any necessary childcare
provisions.
6 - 11 years, GA Kids (Junior Programme):
Parents: please come to a meeting for parents and children at
2pm on Tuesday in the Devon Room.
Our popular Junior Programme will once again be welcoming 6
to 11 year olds each day of the Meetings. Sessions run between
08:45 and 12:35 and between 13:45 and dinner time, with trained
leaders. Activities will be varied and lively.
12 - 17 years, GA Teens (Senior Programme):
Parents: please attend a meeting with the youth leaders at 2pm
on Tuesday in the Devon Room.
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The Seniors follow an exciting programme of their own, meeting
up with parents / guardians for the evening meal and joining
some of the Annual Meetings’ evening activities. There may be
opportunities to join in with debating a motion with the main
meetings. The Seniors and their leaders will decide what activities
they want to do. The Seniors’ sessions follow similar timings as
the Juniors.
GA Zette (Youth Participation)
In the evenings Seniors are encouraged to get involved with the
production of the GA Zette. Please note that this is an activity
of the FOY Society rather than the GA. FOY cannot undertake
to supervise any children, young people and vulnerable adults
who wish to participate. Children and young people remain the
responsibility of their parents if they choose to assist with GA
Zette.

DEPARTURES
Rooms must have been vacated, with keys
returned, by 12.00 on the day of departure.
Please note that there may be a charge for the
late return of keys due to the problems caused
when their staff are unable to prepare rooms for the next visitors.
Luggage may be left, at the owner’s risk, on the final day in the
Lancaster Room.

DISPLAYS AND STALLS
Various activity/goods stalls will be in the
Library Suite, and will ordinarily be staffed
during the Tea / Coffee breaks.

EXTRAS

If you wish to book additional items, such as
room service, you will need to leave credit card
details with Reception.
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GA ZETTE
This year’s GA Zette Editor is to be confirmed.
Any advance submissions for inclusion in
the first edition should be sent to Louise
VanDerHoeven by email at luluvanhoe@yahoo.
co.uk or by post to 13 Lambton Street, Langley Park, Durham
DH7 9YR. There will be a collection box for articles & messages in
the stalls area during the day. The Zette Office will be in the York
Room on the ground floor.

GENERAL ASSISTANCE
GA staff and volunteers will be available to help. You will usually
find assistance at the registration desk.

HEARING LOOP SYSTEMS
Hearing loops will be fitted to selected areas in
the Main auditorium and the breakout rooms.
The areas covered by the loop system will be
marked on the floor. If you require the assistance
of the loop system, please sit in these areas. Those who do not
require the loop system, please ensure there is plenty of space in
these areas for those who do.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
The telephone number of the venue is:
((0121) 780 4242 and there is a 24-hour
switchboard service.

MEDICAL ATTENTION
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If you have a medical condition that could
possibly require attention during the Meetings
it would be very helpful if you carried, in your
wallet, handbag or other item that would usually
be with you, a sheet of paper stating:-

1. The diagnosis
2. A list of your medicines
3. The name and telephone number of your own GP.
Participants are also asked to inform the conference Manager of
these matters when registering to enable us to have this on record
during the Meetings.

POSTAL ADDRESS
If you expect to receive post during the Meetings,
please ensure that it is addressed appropriately:
Unitarian Meetings, c/o Hilton Birmingham
Metropole Hotel, National Exhibition Centre,
BIRMINGHAM, B40 1PP.

QUIET ROOM
The Quiet Room, prepared by the Kingswood
congregation, will be in the Kent Room.

SPA
Use of the pool, saunas and gym is included in
your delegate rate. Unfortunately the hotel no
longer offers spa treatments.

TEAS AND COFFEES

Tea and coffee will be served in the Library Suite,
with the stalls and displays.

WIFI
To use the hotel’s wifi, please connect to network
hhonors_meetings using the password
unitarian1 - if you have problems connecting,
please contact the hotel rather than GA Staff.
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WORSHIP
(1) Morning worship will take place at 07:30.
Those attending are asked to be in their seats five
minutes before the start, i.e. by 07:25. This year
there will be two different options for the morning worship – a
devotional style (in the Terrace Room) and a meditational style
(in the Pavilion Room).
(2) The Communion Service will be on Thursday morning in the
Terrace Room led by Rev John Carter.
(3) A new Opening Worship will start the Meetings at 14:00 on
the first day in the Queen’s Suite.
(4) The Anniversary Service will take place in the Queen’s Suite.
(5) Plenary Sessions 2, & 4 will start with devotions.
(6) The Closing Devotions will be held immediately at the end of
the final Plenary Session, led by the incoming President.
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Room key: Pavilion Churchill Terrace

Meetings Schedule
DAY 1 - TUESDAY 16 APRIL
14:00 – 14:30
Opening Worship (includng Banner Parade)
Queen’s Suite
14:30 – 14:40
Break
14:40 – 15:55		
Plenary I
Queen’s Suite
15:55 – 16:25 Tea
Library Suite
16:25 – 17:25		
Motions Workshop
Pavilion Room
16:25 – 17:25		
Peace Fellowship
“Where do we go next?: a discussion”
The Peace Fellowship was founded in the middle of the First
World War, and we have been marking its centenary. Now
that the centennial commemorations are over, how should we
witness for peace?
Facilitator: Rev John Carter
Churchill Room
16:25 – 17:25		
Findhorn Unitarian Network (FUN)
Jo is this year’s Convener of the FUN week
in May (11th -18th May 2019) and welcomes
you all to a discussion about all things
Findhorn. We will explore what Findhorn has
meant for our Unitarian graduates following
their, often transformative, week at Findhorn
(near Inverness in Scotland). There is so
much to learn and experience at Findhorn which helps each
attendee in their own spiritual life but also adds to the life of
their church community upon their return.
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There will be a very quick AGM at the end of our slot; if you
have been to FUN before consider putting yourself forward as
next year’s Convener or as a committee member.
Speaker: Jo O’Sullivan
Terrace Room
17:25 – 17:35		
Break
17:35 – 18:35		
Inquirer Reception
The Inquirer celebrates another successful year, welcomes
feedback, and thanks our contributors and subscribers. Come
and enjoy a glass of wine with us.
Pavilion Room
17:35 – 18:35		
Earth Spirit Network
The wheel of the nature’s year has eight spokes. Each one
heralds a change in the cycle of the year from growth to
harvest to rest. We will discuss how these changes have
become part of the folklore of the country dweller and how
personal moods and emotions can also be affected by them.
Speaker: Rev Tony McNeile
Churchill Room
17:35 – 18:35		
Lindsey Press
With TWO books to launch this will be a full and busy hour.
‘Unitarian Women: a Legacy of Dissent’, edited by Ann
Peart, is a celebration of the achievements
Unitarian
of Unitarian women as writers and artists,
Women
A Legacy of Dissent
social reformers, suffrage activists, peace
campaigners, educators, politicians and
ministers in a 200 years period from the
mid-18th to the mid-20th century. As double
dissenters: from orthodox doctrines and the
restricted cultural role of the times, these
women were often pioneers in their field of
activity.
Edited by Ann Peart
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‘Fragments of Holiness – for Daily Reflection’, compiled
by Catherine Robinson, is a new genre for
the Lindsey Press and one that should be
attractive and useful for many Unitarians.
Here you will find reflective texts for every
day of the year – many by Unitarians, past
and present, but also insights from other
faiths, writers, poets and radical social
thinkers. A book for personal reflection,
group discussion and for worship stimulus
and content.
Speakers: Rev Dr Ann Peart, Catherine Robinson
Terrace Room
18:35 – 19:50 Dinner
19:50 – 20:00
Break
20:00 – 21:00
John Relly Beard (JRB)
Keynote Lecture
“Workplace Happiness: Why Should We Care?”
Speaker: Lord Mark Price
Queen’s Suite
21:00 – 21:15		
Break
21:15 – 22:00
Newcomers’ Welcome
A chance for first-timers to meet members of the EC and learn
how the Meetings work.
Pavilion Suite
21:15 – 21:45		
Peace Vespers
Led by: Ministry Students
Terrace Room
21:15		
Social Time
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DAY 2 - WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL
07:00 – 08:45
Breakfast
07:30 – 08:00
Morning Worship (Devotional)
Led by: Christina Smith
Pavilion Room
07:30 – 08:00
Morning Worship (Meditational)
Led by: Richard Bober
Terrace Room
08:45–10:00		
Plenary II
Queen’s Suite		
10:00 – 10:30 Coffee
Library Suite
10:30 – 11:30		
Plenary III
Queen’s Suite
11:30 – 11:40		
Break
11:40 – 12:40		
Women’s League
AGM followed by presentation of 2017/2018
Project cheque to Prostate Cancer UK, and
talk from Jonathon Roberts, a representative
of the 2018/2019 Project, SmileTrain
Pavilion Suite
11:40 – 12:40		
International Association for Religious
		
Freedom (IARF)
“Perspectives on religious freedom in Eastern Europe”
Rev Maria Pap is a Minister in the Hungarian Unitarian
Church and following parish ministry worked in the Bishop’s
Office in Kolozsvar, Romania. She is now Minister at the Old
Meeting House, Mansfield. She will present her views of how
religious freedom is experienced In Romania and Hungary.
Speaker: Rev Maria Pap
Churchill Room
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11:40 – 12:40		
Training - Governance
“Improving Governance”
• An overview of the fundamentals of
good governance and how they apply to
congregations”
• A look at the issues around ‘excepted
charities’ and how the Charity Commission
are proposing changes to this status.
• Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIO), what are
they and could they be appropriate for congregations in the
future.
Speaker: Simon Bland, Ministry & Congregational Support
Officer
Terrace Room
12:40 – 13:45 Lunch
13:45 – 14:45		
Youth Panel
“The Next Generation”
It’s been a time of great change for The
Unitarian Youth Programme. Come and learn
about our exciting new vision, our plan to
meet both the needs of young Unitarians and
our wider Movement and your role in the
process.
Speaker: Gavin Howell, Youth Officer
Pavilion Room
13:45 – 14:45		
Unitarian Association for Lay Ministry (UALM)
We will discuss some questions about prayer.
What are we trying to say? What is it for? Who
is it for? Why is it important? How can we
write our own for use in a service?
Whether you lead worship or not, this is a
valuable and enriching exercise.
Speaker: Sheena McKinnon
Churchill Room
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13:45 – 14:45		
Executive Committee
“EC Unplugged”
This year the Executive Committee’s slot at the Annual
Meetings will be all about answering frequently asked
questions (FAQ). In order to maximise the number of
questions we can answer and minimise waffle we are asking
that you submit your questions ahead of the Meetings via:
Facebook: look out for an invite to submit questions on the
official ‘Unitarians UK’ page
Email: Christina.a.smith@gmail.com
Post: To Essex Hall, with the envelope marked ‘EC FAQ’.
Throughout the meetings there will also be an opportunity to
submit questions via a box on the registration desk.
Terrace Room
14:45 – 14:55		
Break
14:55 – 15:55		
Historical Society
“Benefactions in the form of books: the
development of the Northern dissenting
academies and their libraries during the 18th
and 19th centuries.”
The concept of benefaction was a key factor
in the development of English dissenting
academies and their libraries. Subscribers to these academies
wished to support burgeoning dissenting communities,
particularly in the populous manufacturing regions of the
North of England, by training increasing numbers of male
students to become local ministers.
Speaker: Dr Rachel Eckersley, Visiting Research Fellow at The
Queen Mary Centre for Religion and Literature in English,
Queen Mary University of London, and one of the editors of
Dissenting Academies Online: Virtual Library System
Pavilion Room
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14:55 – 15:55		
Psychical Society
“Psychical research and the precious gift of doubt”
In this presentation for the Unitarian Society
for Psychical Studies, David Taylor will
examine how doubt and scepticism, far from
being a hindrance to accepting the psychical
and spiritual, can be a useful tool in revisioning our worldview.
David Taylor is Secretary and Editor of the
Unitarian Society for Psychical Studies and
a council member of the Churches Fellowship for Psychical
& Spiritual Studies. He is also a member of the Quaker
Fellowship for Afterlife Studies and the Society for Psychical
Research. He is an author and researcher with over 30 years
experience of investigating anomalous experiences. His
research has appeared in The Sunday Times, BBC Radio 4 and
BBC television
Speaker: David Taylor
Churchill Room
14:55 – 15:55		
Associate Members’ Reception
All Associate Members present at the Annual Meetings are
invited to the Reception especially those who have joined
us recently, to meet for a drink and to chat to old and new
friends. This year, the Reception has been allocated a whole
hour on the timetable which is longer than usual. I would
suggest that we all meet up at the start at 14.55 when Derek
McAuley will be with us.
Associate Membership is open to anyone who is interested
in the wider Movement – and I’m sure that includes every
delegate. Please join us; we would be very happy to welcome
you and to sign you up – the subscription is £40pa or
£4.00pm
Terrace Room
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15:55 – 16:25 Tea
Library Suite
16:25 – 17:25		
Penal & Social Affairs Panel
“The Problems of Social Care – Possible
Solutions”
Speaker: Patrick Hall, Research Fellow on
the ESRC Sustainable Care Programme at the
University of Birmingham
Pavilion Room
16:25 – 17:25		
Welsh Department
“Re-calculating our Route – We have a Sat Nav!”
This workshop will help you to identify your main priorities
as a congregation/district and provide you with an adaptable
framework to help you to navigate your way to a brighter
future.
Churchill Room
16:25 – 17:25		
Ministers Pension Fund (MPF)
AGM and Wine Reception
Terrace Room
17:25 – 17:35		
Break
17:35 – 18:35		
Unitarian College
“Launch of Unitarian College”
Speaker: Helen Mason, Director with the
staff and students of Unitarian College
Pavilion Room
17:35 – 18:35		
2020 Group
“From The Ground Up- starting a fresh congregation from
scratch”
The aim of 2020 is to support the launch of new
congregations, from engaging new people from the wider
community in conversation, to the very first meeting for
worship. Come along if you’re interested in the creation of
new Unitarian communities across the UK.
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In this year’s schedule sessions are an hour long so if you’re
interested in this session please pre-register at https://bit.
ly/2Eyd5fs using the password ‘2020@GA’. This will help us
share relevant information before the event and follow up
afterwards.
Speakers: Aleks Zglinska and Andy Pakula.
Churchill Room
17:35 – 18:35		
Women’s Group
“Period Poverty: What is it, Why does it exist and What can
we do about it?”
This will be an interactive session, including
some presentation and time for reflection
and discussion. It will cover some of the key
issues relating to period poverty and will
consider the way forwards, highlighting the
main activists, organisations and campaigns
which are currently focussing on this issue.
Speaker: Catherine Lennox
Terrace Room
18:35 – 19:50 Dinner
19:50 – 20:00
Break
20:00 – 21:15
Anniversary Service
Queen’s Suite
21:15 – Social Time
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DAY 3 - THURSDAY 18 APRIL
07:00 – 08:45
Breakfast
07:30 – 08:00
Morning Worship (Devotional)
Communion Service
Led by: Rev John Carter
Pavilion Room
07:30 – 08:00
Morning Worship (Meditational)
Led by: Elizabeth Harley
Terrace Room
08:45 – 10:00
Plenary IV
Queen’s Suite
10:00 – 10:30 Coffee
Library Suite
10:30 – 11:30		
National Unitarian Fellowship (NUF)
The NUF welcomes Rev Ant Howe and Helen Mason to talk
about the new Unitarian College and their vision for the
its future. We will hear how a college without a building
will provide training for ministry students, lay leaders and
worship leaders. And how the college will also tie in with
training opportunities in other leadership roles such as youth
work and communications.
Pavilion Room
10:30 – 11:30		
Unite - Faith Workers’ Branch
‘Support for our Members’ is the theme for this year’s AGM of
the Unitarian and Free Christian Association within the Faith
Workers Branch of Unite the Union, a meeting open to all.
The Guest Speaker is retired Methodist minister Rev Terry
Young, a long-standing member of the National Executive
of the Faith Workers Branch. Terry runs the Branch’s
confidential Helpline, which gives advice to members on a
range of employment issues and difficulties, and co-ordinates
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the training and deployment of volunteer Representatives (or
‘Reps’) who go in to support members in the workplace when
needed. Terry brings passion, experience and good humour to
this vital support work. We will also hear briefly from one of
our committee who recently trained as a Union Rep.
There will be a short AGM of the Unitarian and Free Christian
Association, which will include elections as well as a Report
on progress made in talks with the General Assembly.
Speaker: Rev Terry Young
Churchill Room
10:30 – 11:30		
Training - Communications
“Using Social Media to Enhance and Grow
Our Congregations”
This training workshop will help you to use
social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram)
to enhance and grow your
congregation. The session will give
you practical advice, tips and support
from those who have real experience
within their own congregations
and nationally. Whether you’re
completely new to social media or already running
your congregational Facebook page, this training session is for
you!
Speakers: Lizzie Harley, Robin Hanford, Rory Castle Jones
Terrace Room
11:30 – 11:40		
Break
11:40 – 12:40		
Plenary V
Queen’s Suite
11:40 – 11:55		
Break
12:40 – 13:45 Lunch
13:45 – Departures
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PLENARY SESSION AGENDA
President			
Joan Cook
President-designate: Rev Celia Cartwright
The detailed agenda for the Plenary Sessions will be distributed
separately.
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MOTIONS FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019
The following motions have been submitted for consideration at
the GA Annual Meetings 2019. Amendments may be submitted
at any time prior to the final vote on a motion. However, it is in
the best interests of clarity for amendments to be advised as far in
advance as possible.
1.

FROM THE FOY SOCIETY

This General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches:
1. Expresses its concern at the increasing incidence of devastating
knife crime in Britain’s towns and cities.
2. Expresses its strong support for an adequately funded multiagency campaign to tackle this significantly raised threat
to public safety, along the lines of that which has been so
successful in Glasgow.
3. Urges Her Majesty’s Government and the Scottish Parliament
to establish an immediate investigation into ways and means of
drastically reducing, over time, the ready availability of sharp
pointed knives by the introduction of appropriate controls on
retail and internet sales.
As per the Resolution at the 2018 Annual Meetings, the
following motions would not be considered to be part of
the maximum 4 ordinary motions. The process to select
ordinary motions will therefore not be required this
year.
FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2. That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches recognises the considerable contribution of Martin
West to Unitarians in the United Kingdom by naming him as an
Honorary Member.
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3. That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian
Churches welcomes the Findhorn Unitarian Network into
Membership as an Affiliated Society.
4. That the Report of the General Assembly Executive
Committee and the Accounts of the General Assembly be
received and adopted.
5. That James Cowper Kreston LLP be appointed as Auditors.
6. That Peter Hanley be appointed Honorary Treasurer for the
year 2019-2020.
7. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to Peter Hanley
for his service as Treasurer during the year 2018-2019, and
to district association and local officers for their invaluable
services.
8. That greetings be sent to kindred churches and societies
abroad.
9. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to Rev Dr Maria
Curtis for preaching the Assembly Sermon.
10. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to Rev Dr Andy
Phillips, worship leader for the Anniversary Service, and to all
those who provided music and other content for the Anniversary
Service and on other worship occasions during these Meetings.
11. That the thanks of the Assembly be given to the members
of the General Assembly staff and to all volunteers for their
inestimable help in organising the Meetings.
12. That Rev Celia Cartwright be appointed President of the
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches for
the year 2019-2020.
13. That Anne Mills be appointed Vice-President of the General
Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches for the year
2019-2020.
14. That this ninety-first General Assembly of Unitarian and
Free Christian Churches expresses its gratitude for the services
provided by Joan Cook as President during the year 2018-2019.
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